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PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON

APRIL 17, 2020

THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF HAWAII, CONVENED A PUBLIC
HEARING ON FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2020 AT 6:32 P.M., VIA BLUEJEANS EVENTS, WITH
CHAIR ALICE L LEE PRESIDING, FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING TESTIMONY ON
THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET AND CAPITAL PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR JULY 1. 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND

CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: And I'm here with all my chickadees. We leave nobody behind. Okay,
so we have a number of people here ready to testify.

So, Madam Clerk, will you please explain the rules.

COUNTY CLERK KATHY L. KAOHU: Okay, prior to that I just want to announce that there
are nine Members present, and a quorum is present to conduct the business of the
Council.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. or Madam Clerk, for the record, was the hearing notice for this meeting
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the County.

COUNTY CLERK: Yes, Madam Chair, the Hearing Notice was published in the Maui News
on March 31, and April 7, 2020.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Madam Clerk. Please proceed with public testimony.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair, Chair.
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CHAIR LEE: Oh, excuse me, we have a question.

Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, I just got a text from, there's some people waiting on
BlueJeans but they're in the wrong meeting and they said Yuki is with them. So there's
some people, the wrong site and, that need help. So I don't know if we can put
something up on the screen and have, show where they should link into or if I can just
forward these people to James.

CHAIR LEE: Alright, thank you for letting us know. James will take care of it.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Thank you. Chair. Proceeding with the presentation of testimony.
Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online meeting by
phone or video conference through the information posted on the hearing notice.

Individuals connected to the Council's online meeting will be called on to testify. If you
are connected by video conference, staff will send you a request to interact live when
it comes close to your time to testify. Clicking on that request will prompt you to
download the BlueJeans Events application if you do not have it. If you do not have it
installed, please download the application and install it. Once it is installed you can
accept the request to interact live, which will allow you to testify.

Individuals intending to testify by video conference can prepare now by downloading
and installing the BlueJeans Event application from BlueJeans.com/downloads.
Individuals intending to testimony by phone are currently mute. Staff will unmute you
when it is your turn to testimony.

After your testimony is completed, we ask that you disconnect and view the remainder
of the meeting on mauicounty.us or on Akaku Channel 53. Testifiers utilizing video
conference will be demoted back to attendee status after their testimony is completed.
Testifiers calling in will be muted after their testimony is completed as well.

We also ask testifiers who do not intend to testify, to disconnect from the meeting and
watch it on Akaku Channel 53 or on mauicounty.us.
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Testimony is limited to the proposed Fiscal Year 2021 Budget and Capital Program.
When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also, please also identify to the Council, if you are a paid lobbyist.

Chair, based on the individuals currently connected to the meeting, we have ten
testifiers. And the first person to testify in the chambers is Shay Chan Hodges, to be
followed by RJ Salacup.

CHAIR LEE: Not in the chamber, yeah.

COUNTY CLERK: The virtual chambers.

CHAIR LEE: The virtual chamber, right.

PRESENTATION OF TESTIMONY

MS. SHAY CHAN HODGES:

Am I on?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. CHAN HODGES: Hello, am I on?

CHAIR LEE: Yes, you are.

MS. CHAN HODGES: Oh, sorry. Okay, aloha my name is Shay Chan Hodges, and I am the
co-organizer of the Maui ESG Project. I am asking for your support for projects, the
projects phase 2 connecting capital deployment to community need. The goal of this
phase is to diversify Maui's economy and create jobs that pay a living wage, which is
a significant need for the people of Maui County in the wake of COVID-19.

To achieve these goals, the Maui ESG Project will take immediate concrete actions
that support the deployment of capital into identified investment projects within Maui
County that address community needs, particularly job creation and integrate ESG,
environmental, social and good governance standards and ahupua'a values.

On January 31, and February 1, over 120 participants gathered at UH Maui College
for the Ahupua'a Investment Summit. The Summit was very successful in terms of
building up knowledge and skill sets for the residents, and ESG and investment
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practitioners who attended, attended, and for building vital ongoing relationships
between community members and investment experts who now have firsthand
understanding of Maui's challenges and opportunities, and who have a personal
interest in our success.

Maui County is facing unprecedented economic stressors in addition to the immediate
unemployment and loss of revenues resulting from the COVID-19 crisis. Even when
the State is able to open the economy to tourist, there will be a drastic reduction in
revenues as millions of potential visitors cut back on leisure spending such as
vacations.

The Maui ESG Project is therefore developing strategies to address the following
needs: short to medium term economic activity that is compliant to COVID-19
mitigation strategies; creation of jobs not reliant on outside discretionary spending;
increased local control over productive assets to build community wealth; and long-
term economic viability for working family.

In order to implement these strategies, the project will establish a capital deployment
for community needs task force which will include Ahupua'a Investment Summit
participants as well as additional community members, institutional investors, business
leaders, foundations, entrepreneurs, and ESG investment practitioners. The task force
will provide expert identification and analysis of investment opportunities in agriculture,
renewable energy, technology, and other areas that can result in the creation of good
jobs and meet other community needs while upholding ahupua'a values and ESG
standards.

Identification of sources of capital that can be invested in these opportunities to meet
community needs, and rapid responses to questions from policy makers and issues
raised by the community related to local, national, and international policies and
economic trends, particularly those resulting from COVID-19.

I believe that every Member of this Council knows how critical it is to begin diversifying
Maui County's economy. Phase 2 of the Maui ESG Project will help you to achieve
this objective. Thank you for your consideration. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

Yes, Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: How much are you asking for Ms. Chan Hodges?

MS. CHAN HODGES: $150,000.
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COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay, thank you.

MS. CHAN HODGES: You're welcome.

CHAIR LEE: Anyone else?

Yes, Ms. King?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you. Is this already in the Mayor's Budget?

MS. CHAN HODGES: No. it is not.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Did you get, is it requested by one of the other Councilmembers?
Do you know?

MS. CHAN HODGES: Yes, it is.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, thank you.

MS. CHAN HODGES: You're welcome.

CHAIR LEE: Anybody else? If not. Madam Clerk?

COUNTY CLERK: Thank you. Chair. Next up to testify is RJ Salacup, followed by Jay Wright.

CHAIR LEE: Could you repeat that name. Madam Clerk?

COUNTY CLERK: RJ Salacup.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, let's move on to the next one.

COUNTY CLERK: Okay, Jay Wright, followed by Leonard Nakoa.

MR. JAY WRIGHT:

Aloha, Council. It's an honor to join you. My name is Jay Wright, I live in Lahaina and
I pastor Lahaina Baptist Church. The reason for my testimony this evening before you
is in concern with the Mayor's proposed $3.5 million for the tourist bureau. What's
especially concerning to me, particularly in reference as the Mayor did share is the
quickest way for us to bounce back. What is of concern to me is we've been working
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as a church for the last month doing everything we can to scrape monies, to provide
food for families, our kupuna, and shut-ins during this pandemic.

I've recently learned an incredible lesson, and let me explain it to you. When we first
started this, there was an abundance of food made available to us at a steep discount
because of the closure of so many restaurant and resorts. Since that food has passed
its use time, I'm now ordering food for families. And mind you just this past week we
served over 450 boxes of food in just one day, and delivered up to 100 boxes on
Tuesday.

As of today and this morning, my resent conversations with food suppliers, they're
looking at what is available on our island and I'm told from every resource, it's low.
Furthermore I am told to understand that I need to start preparing to pay market prices
because the food needs to be shipped in. What's of concern to me, particular in
reference to the increase, the 3.5 million in particular, I think he's requesting 500,000
additionally.

What's of concern to me, is the lack of focus on agriculture here in Maui. We clearly
don't have enough food that's available or perhaps, I could be in error and there is
plenty of food and just those people who are providing it, supplying it, are not known
to me. However, what's of tremendous concern is I see a lot of households, too many
that really, they're greatest need is not someone flying to this island to visit and spend
a tourist dollar. Their greatest need is looking at their family and putting a meal on the
table.

So I humbly request this Council do all that you can to look within the budget, whether
it's this item for the Visitor Bureau, or any other item and seriously consider investing
in the wonderful families that are here, that have the space and the land that's available
to provide food for the people that live on this island that are so wonderful. And I thank
God for the privilege to serve and to live amongst. Thank you very much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Any questions? If not, thank you very much for coming.

Madam Clerk?

COUNTY CLERK: Thank you. Chair. Next to testify is Leonard Nakoa, followed by-

MR. LEONARD NAKOA:

Can you hear me.
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COUNTY CLERK: Sorry, followed by phone number, last four digits 8919, 8919. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Leonard, are you there?

MR. NAKOA: I ready. Okay, you ready?

CHAIR LEE: Ready.

MR. NAKOA: Yeah, same thing with that, the, the pastor guy. Yeah, um, the $3.5 million for
tourism, we should look for the thing going to farming and all that stuff cause that's
what, that's what the local people doing right now. You know, they getting into growing
their own stuff here in their, their yards like that, but if we can get more of our qualified
farmers to take care us here on Maui, we no need ship the buggah in.

And then, I was doing travel agent stuff online and I when stop my travel on March 13,
and my team, they all when stop too, cause when they ... I told them kind of like eh,
we no like um here on Maui blah, blah, blah, they stop um. So they kind of when follow
suit. But what I'm saying is the $3.5 million no need go to tourism for advertising for
get the people for come back because I going tell you right now, I get, online they all
cannot wait to come back. So soon as, somebody tell um that this is open, we don't
need, you know what I mean, they going come.

Even get that other site, the Maui Bound, go look, go look on top that, they all waiting
for come. So that $3.5 million, we don't need put um into this, this area of tourism,
where they going use um for advertisement for people for come, they coming. We got
to be ready, we, Maui people got to get ready. You guys got to make um slow they
come. Take it, you know, take um in small phases so we no get one heart attack, you
know, Maui no get one heart attack.

Right now, our, the, the roads is like our vains, they flowing, they get to, they doing
good. But, with all that cars coming again is going be a heart attack. Just do um slow,
no need put money to tourism right now, let's put um into farming, taking care of like
pastor's church, small businesses that feed the people. Also, put um into education
for our kids from either the, when they, before they go to the kindergarten to, to they
graduate. My kids graduate so I pau, I no need worry. Okay, mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Any questions? If not thank you very much, Leonard.

Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Thank you, Chair. I've just been informed that 8919 is Member Sinenci.
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CHAIR LEE: Okay, he's not going to testify.

COUNTY CLERK: So, our next testifier is phone caller with the last four digits of 0147, 0147.

CHAIR LEE: Do we have someone out there with the last four digits of your phone number
0147. If not, Madam Chair [sic], proceed.

COUNTY CLERK: Okay, we'll, continuing on. Next up to testify is-

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: RJ Salacup came back in.

COUNTY CLERK: -Mike Wildberger.

CHAIR LEE: Could you repeat the name, please.

COUNTY CLERK: Mike Wildberger, followed by Debbie Hisashima.

MS. LUCIENNE DE NAIE:

Can you hear me.

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Could you say your name?

MS. DE NAIE: Can you hear me? This is Lucienne de Naie, can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. DE NAIE: Alright, can you, can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: We may as well take her. Yeah, go ahead, Lucienne.

MS. DE NAIE: Can you, can you guys hear me now?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. DE NAIE: Alright, yes, thank you. And I'll speak into my phone here. Thank you for
your, yes, I can hear you fine. Yeah, yes, we can hear you. I can hear you. Alright,
I'm testifying on behalf of the, of the Haiku Community Association and we ...

CHAIR LEE: Could you speak louder. Lucienne, we can't hear you anymore.
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MS. DE NAIE: -say that, you can't hear me anymore.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, now we can.

MS. DE NAIE: Okay, well I'll try from my phone. I was trying through the computer too. I'm
testifying on behalf of the, yes I'm testifying on behalf of the Haiku Community
Association. And we appreciate the hard work that the Council and the budget, and
the Mayor have done on the budget. And we support a number... I'm testifying on
behalf of, can you hear me now? I'm testifying on behalf of the ...

CHAIR LEE: Lucienne, can you hear us?

MS. DE NAIE: I can hear you fine.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, the only time we can hear you is when you say, can you hear me now.
And then we don't hear anything after that.

MS. DE NAIE: Wow, well we're getting a lost echo in here. I'm, I have a computer and the
cell phone on. Let me move away from the computer. Can you hear now?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. DE NAIE: Can you hear me now.

CHAIR LEE: Can't she just call in?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: There's an echo on our side and so maybe Kathy needs to mute
hers and her microphone in between.

COUNTY CLERK: What is that?

MS. DE NAIE: Oh, and I haven't spoken for a while because it's a time lag when I speak into
the phone, it's already speaking on the screen and the computer. Yeah, can you guys
hear at all?

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: Mute your computer.

MS. DE NAIE: You hear my computer. Well, maybe I should just send in a written testimony,
I hate to take up all your time here. But we, we support things for the Paia-Haiku
community that had been added to the budget by our Councilmember Mike Molina.
And we also support things that have been added to the budget by our East Maui
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representative Shane Sinenci to battle invasive species and help take care of our
environment.

And we really appreciate your consideration of listening to the folks from the community
about the needs of the community. And we know you have very hard decisions to
make because there is a lot of economic needs right now. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Okay, Kathy?

Mike Wildberger.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: It looks like Mike Wildberger may have left. He said
he got a date so just wanted to say you are doing great and as a business owner that
has seen 60 percent drop in business due to lack of tourist, I say keep them out and
plan for self-sufficiency.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Thank you. So after Mike Wildberger was Debbie-

COUNTY CLERK: Debbie Hisashima.

CHAIR LEE: Hisashima.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: And RJ Salacup also returned.

CHAIR LEE: Who returned?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: He was the second or third testifier, RJ Salacup.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, Debbie. Well Debbie's on the screen right now. So we'll take Debbie
first.

MS. DEBBIE HISASHIMA:

Okay. Okay, I'll go ahead and start. Can you all hear?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. HISASHIMA: Aloha, Maui Council. I am Debbie Hisashima, I am a teacher at Pukalani
School and I'm here to testify on behalf of MEDB. Every school day I have the privilege
to seeing the effects of MEDB's support on our children. But rather than me tell you
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about it, would it be okay to share my screen and let you see a video collaboration of
nine of our students on our Robotics team?

CHAIR LEE: Alright.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: No objections.

MS. HISASHIMA: What's that? I'll give it a go, I hope it works. Oh shucks, it's saying add
BlueJeans extension. Oh, my goodness, I don't think it's going to work. I need a
special extension. So maybe I'm going to have to just send it in.

CHAIR LEE: Yeah, that, that will be fine. That'll be fine.

MS. HISASHIMA: Yeah. Yeah, thanks for always supporting MEDB. Our students really do
get a lot out of MEDB's support of their, of our students. Really, I see them becoming
self-directed learners and complex thinkers, which really are the DOE's desired
outcomes for all students.

We are sincerely thankful for your efforts and we hope to keep STEMworks,
STEMworks Program in place at our school. It's our fourth year now and we want it to
continue. So I'll send you that video later and you can all see that it's so cute. It's just
about five minutes.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, great. Thank you. Are there any questions for Debbie? If not, thank you
again.

MS. HISASHIMA: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Next. RJ Salacup. RJ are you there?

MR. RJ SALACUP:

Yes, I'm here.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, oh, it's your turn. Welcome.

MR. SALACUP: Good evening. Chairwoman Alice Lee and other County Councilmembers.
My name is RJ Salacup, Maui High School, I'm a senior. I'm here to testify the
importance that MEDB has given our Robotics club the chance to like take place in
engineering. With the fund that MEDB has on our club is that we get to travel, it pays
for like travel fees, our materials. It also helps us to grow like as a team.
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I  think that Debbie said MEDB Robotics, we participated in Ke Alahele, which we
showcased our robot in STEMworks. We also use MEDB's funds for, to host our own
robotics competition, which is VEX at our Maui High School gym, which gathers like
the VEX teams around the State, helping them interact with one another,
communicating, getting along. Just building the community around STEM field. And
yeah.

CHAIR LEE: Very good. Thank you.

MR. SALACUP: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Any questions? If not, thank you very much, RJ for joining us.

MR. SALACUP: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: You're muted.

CHAIR LEE: 9980? Okay, next.

MS. RITA RYAN:

This, this is Rita Ryan. Am I being heard?

CHAIR LEE: Oh, well.

MS. RYAN: I was given video and audio so I'm not sure what's going on, if I'm next or.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, did you put your phone number down?

MS. RYAN: No, no, I came into Blue Jeans with my name.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, that's fine, Rita, why don't you just go ahead and give your testimony.

MS. RYAN: Okay. Hi, I'm Rita Ryan, I'm with the Climate Reality, Hawaii, the Hawaii Chapter
of the Climate Reality Project and 350Hawaii.org. I'm going to thank everybody for
working late tonight to listen to public testimony on the budget items. And with that
being said, what the hell with this BlueJeans, we had the wrong link, we had a bunch
of testifiers on the wrong link. What was posted on the County website was for some
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old meeting, EACP meeting and we had dozens of people over on the wrong call. A
lot of them fell off so we are low on testifiers tonight that, that really should have been
given a voice.

So that being said, I'll move on to what's going on here as far as what I would like to
say to the County. So we're in a, you know, this pandemic economic situation right
now which is killing our economy and tourism. This is a dress rehearsal for the climate
crisis and what we're going to be experiencing in the climate crisis. It's now time to
really reassess our economics here in Maui County and look at Maui County green
new deal, where we can shift our economy instead of sending all of this money off of
the island for food, all of this money off of the island for fossil fuel.

Let's keep that money. Let's invest in renewable energy projects. Let's invest in
farming and agriculture here so we have food security. We need it now more than
ever; we've got the pandemic and we've got the climate crisis situations coming right
behind that. So I'm in support of the, sorry about that, I'm in support of the Food
Security Hawaii, the Ghana Garden Project. I'm in support of the Emergency
Management salaries which we are going to need these professionals. And we need
to keep them because we won't be able to find them if we don't catch them now, and
paying them an internship salary is not okay.

I'm also, I don't, I have item numbers, but I don't know the numbers because we weren't
given the paperwork before the meeting but 90,9183B, the $175,000 and the additional
$50,000 for the shoreline management, we either pay now or we pay exponentially
later for that. As far as the South Maui wetlands, you, you don't get your wetlands back
once you use them. So 325,000 is a very small investment in the future, and in the
future, and the future generations to save those wetlands and to save our environment.

The Mayor's $3.5 million for tourism, no. Let's, tourism is not going to be our economy
going forward for a long time. Let's reinvent our economy, put that money into
renewable energy and agriculture.

As far as the HILT funding for the open space in Maalaea, $500,000 for HILT, we are
in support of that as well. We need to keep this space open, and that space is getting
hit by wildfires and choking out the reefs. We need to prevent that.

So I think I've got it all wrapped up here, all of the items. But right now, we really have
to look to this new economy, and this new economy in face of pandemics and climate
crisis means keeping our, the money we have here on Maui, and keeping the economy
self-sufficient and stop throwing our money away at fossil fuel and outside imported
food when we're living in this paradise and we can grow our own food and feed our
own people here. Thank you so much for your time tonight.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you. And we apologize to you and everybody else who had a hard time
joining us. This is our first time using this particular app and I appreciate your
understanding. Are there any questions? If not, please call the next testifier.

I do have a message that there's no broadcasting on mauicounty.us. Maybe James
you can check on this while Kathy calls the next testifier, please.

COUNTY CLERK: Next to testify is telephone number, last four digits 6276. Followed by
Tiare Lawrence. Telephone number 6276.

MS. MARISA FILLAZAR:

Hello, am I being heard?

CHAIR LEE: Yes, you are.

MS. FILLAZAR: Awesome, hello my name is Marisa Fillazar. I'm testifying on behalf of
MEDB.

CHAIR LEE: Excuse me, what is your name again.

MS. FILLAZAR: My name is Marisa Fillazar.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Alright.

MS. FILLAZAR: Okay, good. Good evening. I'm a senior at Maui High School and a four-
year Documenter of first robotics competition Team 2443 also known as Blue Thunder.
Throughout the years MEDB has supported this team financially. During our FRC
season, MEDB's funding has allowed us to pay for competition and robot shipping fees,
travel, transportation and lodging. Because of this, our team can attend one regional
competition in California and our home regional in Oahu annually. We are ever so
fortunate enough last year we participate in the Houston World Championship. These
competitions are an essential part of the FRC experience. At Regionals members can
interact with peers from all over the world who have the same love and passion for
STEM.

Using our FRC successes. Blue Thunder can appeal to potential new members at our
feeder schools by showing them all the things we do in Robotics. They can decide if
they would like to stay with STEM. Skills they learn include, but are not limited to
learning the coding language JAVA, how to wire a robot, how to use basic machinery.
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public speaking, and graphic design. Whether they follow through with the STEM field
or take on a different path, our members are set with life skills to excel in any
occupation.

MEDB provides us a separate grant, specifically for VEX. This grant allows us to hold
and host the annual Maui VEX Tournament in our school's gym, where VEX teams
from all over the State can compete for a spot at the championship. Unlike PRC, VEX
is for the intermediate and high school students. Many of our high school members
mentor the middle school teams, and intermediate school members have the chance
to gain knowledge and experience from their high school superiors.

In contrast the high schoolers have an opportunity to practice their leadership skills.
Our high school has also have been hosting a VEX IQ League for the past three years.
VEX IQ is for elementary and intermediate school students. This league operates over
a few months and is run by members of Blue Thunder on competition days. Some of
their jobs include being referees, scorekeepers, manning the tournament manager
system, and seeing and field ... On behalf of 2443, and MEDB, I would like to say
thank you for your continued support of MEDB's STEMworks program.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much for joining us. Are there any questions? If not, please
call the next testifier.

COUNTY CLERK: Thank you. Chair. Next to testify is Tiare Lawrence. Tiare Lawrence is
followed by telephone 9980.

MS. TIARE LAWRENCE:

Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha.

MS. LAWRENCE: This time using BlueJeans. Aloha everybody, thank you so much for all
the work that you guys have been putting. I know this is unprecedented times and just
mahalo for all your guys hard work. I just wanted to come, I'm speaking on my own
personal behalf and just share my manao.

I think you heard in previous testimony the need for us to really diversify our economy,
and let's face it, right, tourism clearly is an unsustainable industry here in Hawaii. And
right now is a perfect time for us to really take things serious and really look to
diversifying our economy. With that being said, I would really urge the County Council
to really look at agriculture as, as a means to diversifying our economy. And I would
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say that, you know, in, in my experience talking to farmers and small businesses across
Maui, the need truly is like the access to commercial kitchens and cold storage.

I would highly encourage Maui County to invest in a food, a food hub or a coop and
marketing campaigns to eat local. To really help, you know, get locals to support, you
know, people think eating local is like a loco moco and a spam musubi. But we really
need to flip that switch and really encourage people to just really, you know, think
differently and just starting to eat more 'ai pono.

I think the County would see more of a return economically in supporting a food hub or
a cooperative over a food security garden initiative. That's my own personal thinking
because a lot of people on Maui don't have access to backyard farms or their
experience in farming. And I would also just like to highlight the potential for value
added food products on Maui, the, the potential to build, growing building materials and
fruits and vegetables and seed crops, medicines, cosmetics, biofuels.

You know, and it is my hope that one day we all can fly over Maui in 20 years and see
a mosaic of small family farms. And so I just would really highly encourage you folks
to just kind of, you know, listen to the community. Climate change is a serious issue
and I would really like to see us diversify our economy and learn from this pandemic
and just, you know, take this as growing pains and make the changes needed to
holomua and create a better future for our keiki. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Tiare. Are there any questions? If not, thank you for joining us.

MS. LAWRENCE: Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha.

COUNTY CLERK: Next to testify is telephone last four digits, 9980, 9980.

MS. CHASITY CADAOAS:

Aloha, can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Alright, your name.

MS. CADAOAS: Hello.

CHAIR LEE: Hello, what is your name?
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MS. CADAOAS: Oh aloha, my name is Chasity Cadaoas.

CHAIR LEE: Cassidy [sic], could you speak a little louder please?

MS. CADAOAS: Sure, can you guys hear me now?

CHAIR LEE: A little bit better.

MS. CADAOAS: Hello. Better now?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MS. CADAOAS: Okay. Aloha, Councilmembers. My name is Chasity Cadaoas and I'm
testifying on behalf of Maui AIDS Foundation. Thank you for all of your hard work and
for taking the time to hear my testimony tonight. I'm the Executive Director of Maui
AIDS Foundation which is the only Aids service organization in Maui County. In our
current environment, we continue to provide direct services to our clients with HIV by
providing them with essential needs such as food and hygiene supplies, housing
assistance, and medical care coordination to ensure they keep safe and healthy.

During normal working conditions, Maui AIDS Foundation with the support of the
County of Maui provides free services to thousands in our community. Those services
include no cost testing and education for HIV, Hepatitis C, and syphilis. We provide
outreach services to some of our underserved populations, such as incarcerated
individuals and intravenous drug users. We're also able to provide services to our rural
communities in Hana and Molokai.

With the support of the County of Maui, we provide unique intervention programs that
both support and empower our youth and men and women at risk for HIV. I truly
believe the services and programs provided by Maui AIDS Foundation play a vital role
in the overall health of our community. On behalf of Maui AIDS Foundation's clients,
staff, and volunteers, I humbly ask that you strongly consider continuing your support
of Maui AIDS Foundation. Thank you for your time.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, we have a question for you. Member King?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you, Chair, for being here. I'm sorry I didn't catch your
name?

MS. CADAOAS: It's Chasity.




